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Jagan Nath Azad (1918-2004)

Jagan Nath Azad (1918-2004) was an eminent Indian Urdu poet, academic, and scholar. He is 
widely acknowledged as a leading authority on Allama Iqbal, (Sir Mohammad Iqbal 1877- 1938). 
Azad was the author of nearly 70 books that cover diverse genres of Urdu poetry including nazm, 
ghazal, rubai, naat, biography, and travelogues.

Azad was born in Isa Khel in Mianwali District, Punjab, British India. He was the son of the Urdu 
poet Tilok Chand Mehroom (1887-1966). Azad completed his undergraduate studies at Gordon 
College in Rawalpindi where he received his BA. He earned MA Farsi and MoL at the University 
of the Punjab in Lahore. 

The inception of Azad's literary journalism was at the leading Urdu Monthly Adabi Duniya, 
published in Lahore, under the patronage of its Director, Honourable Justice Sir Abdul Qadir. The 
Editor of Adabi Duniya, Shams ul Ulema, Professor Allama Tajwar Najibabadi, was instrumental 
in initiating Azad's inaugural assignment at the journal. Allama Tajwar's intellectual stimulus 
played an integral role in Azad’s literary disposition in the formative years, palpable both in the 
rhetorical orientation of his scholarship, and its paradigmatic implications signifying a 
liberational politics, reconciling primal loyalties with an urge to foster egalitarianism and inter-
communal amity. At the time of the Partition of India in 1947, Azad was living in Lahore, and 
working as a journalist and poet. Quaid e Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah commissioned Azad with 
the task of composing Tarana e Pakistan, the first national anthem of Pakistan which was 
discontinued after 18 months following Mr. Jinnah's demise.
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After the Partition of 1947, Azad took up residence in Delhi, securing career posts as Assistant 
Editor of the Urdu daily Milap, and, later, Editor for Employment News with the Government of 
India - Ministry of Labor. He also worked in the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting - 
Publications Division as Assistant Editor (Urdu), and upon promotion in 1955 served as IO (U) 
in the Ministry of Food and Agriculture, Ministry of Tourism Shipping and Transport, and the 
Ministry of Works and Housing. Azad worked as the �rst Public Relations Of�cer in the Minis-
try of Home Affairs for the newly created Border Security Force.

On promotion to Deputy Principal Information Of�cer, Azad joined the Government of India - 
Press Information Bureau and served in both the New Delhi and Srinagar of�ces. He remained 
in Srinagar on promotion to Director of Public Relations in 1973 and retired from the PIB and 
the Government Service in 1977. Shortly following his retirement from the Government Service 
in 1977, Azad accepted the position as Head of the Department of Urdu and Professor at the 
University of Jammu, where he received numerous honors as Dean of the Faculty of Oriental 
Learning (1980) and Emeritus Fellowship (1984). It is here that Azad produced the translation of 
Allama Iqbal's Javed Nama and undertook the major task of writing Allama Iqbal's biography 
(Roodad-e-Iqbal), whilst serving in the roles of President of the Iqbal Memorial Trust (1981-85) 
and Vice-President (1989), and subsequently President (1993), of the Anjuman Taraqqi-i-Urdu 
(Hind), a national body for the promotion of Urdu under the Ministry of Human Resource 
Development, remaining in this of�ce till his demise.

In 1989, Azad was awarded 'Doctor of Literature ' by the University of Kashmir for his contribu-
tion to Urdu literature. In 1994, the University of Jammu awarded him 'Doctor of Letters'. The 
Jammu and Kashmir Urdu Forum in recognition of his achievements conferred on him the title 
of 'Abroo-e-Adab' in 1997. Azad received the National Unity Award 2001- 02 from Himotkarsh 
Sahitya Sabskriti Aivam Jan Kalayan Parishad of Kashmir. Azad was the recipient of numerous 
awards for his contributions to Urdu Literature and work on Allama Iqbal. He received the 
President of Pakistan's Gold Medal for his services to Urdu literature from the Government of 
Pakistan.  The Government of India bestowed the Award for Services in the Cause of Strengthen-
ing Indo-Soviet Cultural Relations. Jagan Nath Azad's impact on the literary circles of India and 
Pakistan was substantial. Literary organizations including the Ghalib Institute, Ghalib Memorial 
Society, All India Meer Academy, Iqbal International Congress, Iqbal Memorial Trust, the Urdu 
Society of Canada, the Houston (Texas) Literary Society, the World Urdu Conference, numerous 
universities (including the University of Peking (China) have acknowledged his monumental 
contribution.
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ADABI DUNIYA,  'India's Premier Magazine', NAUROZ NUMBER,  
1932 Director: Honourable Justice Sir Abdul Qadir, Editor: Tajwar Najibabadi

Adabi Duniya, Literary World), 'India's Premier Magazine', Nauroz Number, 1932

'Approved by the Hindustani Department of Education,
A monthly magazine of Ancient and Modern Eastern and Western Literature, ADABI 
DUNIYA (Literary World).
(Below the title and just above the two globe-halve:)
'The Urdu Language has arrived, with Hindustanis, in the below indicated countries on the 
map. India's Premier Magazine Nauroz Number
Director, Honourable Justice Sir Abdul Qadir Editor, Tajwar Najibabadi
Annual subscription price: 5 Rupees Single Copy: Six and a half Annas
Price in Foreign countries: Eleven Shillings Date: 1932

Source:

http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/e/su/southasia/ad-tp2.gif

http://www.columbia.edu/itc/mealac/pritchett/00routesdata/1900_1999/iqbal/adabidunya/adabidunya.html
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